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Dear Friends,

As spring begins to bloom, I am reminded of the resilience and 
renewal that define both nature and the animals we cherish. At 
American Humane Society, I have seen firsthand the incredible 
strength of the human-animal bond, even in the face of adversity. 
This season, I am honored to share the remarkable ways your 
support has made a life-changing difference.

When devastating wildfires consumed parts of Los Angeles, our Rescue Team was on the ground, navigating 
through the fires and destruction to save animals in crisis. With a proud 85 years of history in Los Angeles 
through our No Animals Were Harmed™ program and an American Humane Society office in the city, we 
were uniquely positioned to mobilize quickly. We worked alongside local authorities to search for lost pets, 
provided welfare checks, and helped ensure shelter-in-place animals were safe and cared for. Thanks to your 
generosity, we also airlifted over 340 adoptable shelter pets to safety, making room for displaced animals 
waiting to be reunited with their families. Your support made it possible for our team to offer vital wellness 
clinics, provide essential veterinary care, and deliver emergency supplies to families who had lost everything.

Our mission extended beyond disaster relief. We were honored to reunite retired Military Working Dog Frenky 
with his devoted handler, U.S. Army Ssg. Kristin in February. After years of dedicated service—including 
combat tours in Iraq and Afghanistan—Frenky is finally home, enjoying the retirement he so deserves, with 
lifelong veterinary care provided by American Humane Society. Stories like Frenky’s are a testament to the 
unbreakable bond between heroes—both two- and four-legged.

And in a moment of celebration for humane filmmaking, I am thrilled to share that our No Animals Were 
Harmed™ program certified Wicked, Nickel Boys, Nosferatu and Gladiator 2, the Oscar-nominated films that 
captured the attention of audiences worldwide. This achievement spotlights our unwavering commitment to 
animal actors, working to ensure they are treated with the care and compassion they deserve.

Every success story we share is made possible because of you—our dedicated supporters, advocates and 
animal lovers. Whether it’s rescuing pets from disaster, reuniting military heroes, or championing humane 
treatment in entertainment, your kindness fuels our mission to rescue, care for and protect every animal. 
Together, we are creating a world where species of all kinds are respected, protected and loved.

Please enjoy our Spring Newsletter with more stories of compassion and humane care toward the animals 
we love. Thank you for being a vital part of this journey and standing with us in the fight for a more humane 
world.
  
Sincerely, 

Robin R. Ganzert, Ph.D.
President and CEO

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 
 

A Message from  
Dr. Robin Ganzert
President and CEO,  
American Humane Society 
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Devastating  
LA Wildfires 
American Humane Society 
Answers the Call 

When wildfires brought destruction to Los 
Angeles and nearby counties, American 

Humane Society’s rescue team was ready to mobilize. 
Shortly after a state of emergency was declared, 
our team worked alongside local organizations and 
municipalities to assess the needs of animals caught in 
the crisis. 

With an 85 year history in Los Angeles through our No 
Animals Were Harmed™ program, American Humane 
Society was ready to spring into action thanks to 
support from PetSmart Charities. In addition to our 
Rescue Team that travelled swiftly to Los Angeles, 
we immediately redirected our LA office staff to 
humanitarian relief efforts; it was an all-hands-on-deck 
mission to provide immediate support and relief to the 
community. 

One American Humane Society team member, Padma, 
went above and beyond and stepped in to help horses 
that needed to be evacuated. Horses need special care 
and attention, and Padma bravely and swiftly jumped 
into action to help at evacuation centers that took in 
horses displaced by the fires. Showing the dedication 
that so many of our staff consistently display, Padma 
helped to ensure the horses were being cared for by 
helping to feed and walk them.

Photo © The Associated Press, 2025
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Activating Our Rescue  
Field Teams 
Our Rescue Team navigated the remains of 
devastated homes and communities, searching 
for lost pets, and leaving food and water for those 
too frightened to emerge from the wreckage. 
Alongside LA County Wildland Animal Search and 
Rescue, we provided frequent welfare checks for 
pet owners desperate for news about their furry 
family members that had to shelter in place during 
mandatory evacuations. 

In shelter in place cases where the animal’s 
environment is safe, but their family wasn’t able to 
safely return, our team checks in with the animals 
to help ensure they received daily attention, 
including feeding, walking, cleaning, and enrichment 
activities so they can remain safely in their familiar 
surroundings until their family can return home. 

We provided these check-ins for approximately 
50 pets affected by the LA Wildfires and provided 
much needed stability for pets during an incredibly 
chaotic and challenging time. 

Flying Adoptable Pets  
Out of Harm’s Way 
Our team mobilized alongside Wings of Rescue 
and Paws For Life K9 Rescue for two large-scale 
transport missions that airlifted more than 340 long-
term shelter animals to shelters outside of California. 
With countless displaced animals separated from 
their families, moving these animals to other shelters 
made room for animals recently displaced by the 
disaster, increasing the likelihood of reunification for 
those pets still waiting to be found.

Our Rescue Team’s dedication and love for animals 
was the heartbeat behind these coordinated 
efforts, making it a quick and flawless process. 
Support from PEDIGREE Foundation helped our 
Rescue Team activate for this transport mission and 
ensured these animals, who had been through so 
much, could safely arrive at their next stop before 
their forever home.  
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Pet Wellness Clinics  
and Shelter Visits 
Recognizing the urgent need for veterinary care 
in fire-affected areas, our team also hosted a free 
wellness clinic. Volunteer veterinarians provided 
health assessments and vaccinations, while our 
team distributed vital pet resources to families who 
lost everything in the fires.

The clinic’s mission was simple but profound: 
to ensure the well-being of pets impacted by 
the wildfires. Licensed veterinarians through 
Destination Pet, Ethos Veterinary Health, and 
National Veterinary Associates provided essential 
wellness checks and administered free vaccinations 
and flea/tick/heartworm prevention to the animals 
who needed it, thanks to a generous donation of 
supplies from Zoetis.

This Pet Wellness Clinic wasn’t just about medical 
care; it was about community and comfort. 
Attendees left with not only healthier pets but also 
with replenished pet essentials like water bowls and 
leashes. Additionally, Brutus Bone Broth and The 

Honest Kitchen donated food and treats for pets 
visiting the clinic.  

We also worked alongside the Red Cross to 
address the needs of animals impacted by the fires. 
Our Rescue Team deployed at several Red Cross 
shelters to ensure the pets there had what they 
needed. We provided welfare checks, including 
making sure that animals had access to clean water, 
appropriate litter, proper shelter etc. We also offered 
up essential supplies, walked dogs, cleaned crates, 
and checked that animals were comfortable and 
well-cared-for during this challenging time.

Our commitment to these animals didn’t end there. 
We also collaborated with local hotels that waived 
pet fees to accommodate evacuees and their 
beloved companions. As the fires forced families 
and their beloved pets out of their homes, we visited 
nearly a dozen hotels, delivering pet food and 
essential supplies for displaced animals and their 
families.
 

Preparing Pets in Case of 
Natural Disasters 

When disaster strikes, it is crucial that you and your family stay safe – and that includes your pets. By having a 
plan and practicing it, you can be prepared to act at a moment’s notice should a natural disaster come your way.

Here are steps you can take ahead of time to help prepare for a natural disaster: 

•	Microchip pets or put a tag on their collar with your 
name, address and cell phone number so they may 
be returned quickly in case you are separated from 
your pets. Be sure that any microchip information 
is up to date.

•	Tie down or anchor outside objects that might fly 
about and injure someone.

•	Know a safe place where your pets can go if you 
need to evacuate or seek shelter. Evacuation 
destinations may include a friend or family 
member’s home, going to a pet-friendly hotel, 
or temporarily housing your pet(s) at a boarding 
facility.  
 

•	Evacuate your family and pets as early as you can 
and remember to take your disaster preparedness 
kit for your pets (i.e. First Aid kit, leashes, and pets’ 
carriers, bowls, sanitation materials, chew toy, 
minimum 3 days, ideally 7-10 days of food, your 
veterinarian’s contact information, and a photo of 
your pet).

•	Have a plan already established on which family 
member is responsible for your pet’s needs (who 
will grab the pet, the food, medications, water, 
disaster preparedness kit, carrier, etc.).

•	Have a carrier ready that is large enough for pets 
to turn around and lie down comfortably. 

•	 If your family must evacuate, take your pets  
with you.
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The 14th Annual American Humane Society  
Hero Dog Awards® Gala 

TM

The 14th Annual Hero Dog Award Finalists, left to right, Emerging Hero/Shelter dog Penny with handler Lindsey, Law 
Enforcement dog/winner Bo and handler David, American Humane Society CEO Dr. Robin Ganzert, Military K9 Kiki and handler 
Alesha, Therapy Dog Dayo and handler Liz, and Service Dog Sampson with handler Joey and her husband, Jim.
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American Humane Society’s 14th Annual Hero 
Dog Awards® Gala took place in January at 

The Breakers Palm Beach! Known as the “Oscars® 
for Canines,” the star-studded event was hosted 
by supermodel, actress, and entrepreneur Christie 
Brinkley and TV personality Carson Kressley. 

The glitzy gala recognized America’s standout dogs 
in five categories: therapy dog, service and guide/
hearing dog, military dog, law enforcement and first 
responder dogs, and emerging hero/shelter dog. 
Americans nominate hundreds of furry friends each 
year, often ordinary dogs who do extraordinary 
things, and the public votes for their favorite hero 
dog!

This year’s finalists included therapy dog Dayo, 
service hearing/guide dog Sampson, military K9 
Niki, law enforcement and first responder dog Bo, 
and emerging hero/shelter dog Penny. These five 
heroic canines received celebrity treatment at 
the Hero Dog Awards® as they pranced on the 
red carpet, took the stage to accept their awards, 

received raucous applause, and the audience shed 
tears as touching videos played throughout the 
night that told the story of what makes each of 
these dogs a hero. 

The prestigious “Top Dog” title was bestowed 
upon the adorable young Bloodhound, Bo, a law 
enforcement dog who has made remarkable 
achievements in a short time with the Gastonia 
Police Department in North Carolina. 
Bo quickly proved his invaluable skills on two 
separate occasions by locating an elderly dementia 
patient and an 11-year-old autistic child who had 
gone missing. 

Bo’s most touching moment came in May 2024 
when he found a 7-year-old child who had been 
taken at knifepoint. Bo tracked the boy for three 
and a half hours, through city streets, crowded gas 
stations, restaurants, and backyards. Thanks to 
Bo, he was found and brought home safely. Bo’s 
incredible work continues to bring joy and hope, 
making him a true hero that inspires us all. 

The 14th Annual Hero Dog Award Winner, Law Enforcement dog, Bo and his handler, David
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We have celebrated amazing canine heroes for 14 
years, bringing stories of kindness, compassion, 
courage and unconditional love to America. This 
celebration was better than ever with heartwarming 
stories, heroic dogs and a spectacular audience 
celebrating heroes on both ends of the leash! 

Thank you to our sponsors, including American 
Airlines, Coleman All Natural Meats, Ethos 
Veterinary Health, Lulu’s Fund, Pets Best and Sam 
Rose. Without them, the 14th Annual American 
Humane Society Hero Dog Awards® would not be 
possible.

Nominations for the 15th Annual Hero Dog Awards  
open on June 1st.

The 14th Annual Hero Dog Awards received national media attention, including on CNN, Fox News, Good Morning America, 
and NBC Nightly News. Additionally, legendary TV host Al Roker announced the Hero Dog Award winner, Bo, during a special 
segment on the TODAY Show plaza alongside his co-hosts and Dr. Robin Ganzert.
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Global Humane Conservation Fund of Africa Saves Two  
Endangered Cape Mountain Zebras and Welcomes a 
Healthy Foal 

Our Global Humane Conservation Fund of Africa 
(GH-CFA) program is deeply committed to 

protecting endangered species and preserving the 
delicate balance of our natural world. One such 
species is the Cape Mountain Zebra—an animal 
found nowhere else on Earth but in the stunning 
landscapes of South Africa. Not long ago, these 
remarkable zebras were at risk of extinction, with 
fewer than 100 left in the wild. Thanks to decades 
of dedicated conservation efforts, their population 
has grown to over 7,000. However, their survival 
remains fragile, and each individual animal is vital to 
their species’ existence.

Recently, our GH-CFA team reported a distressing 
case—a female Cape Mountain Zebra suffering from 
abnormal hoof growth. Without intervention, she 
would soon be unable to walk, facing a slow and 
painful decline. Our team mobilized a specialized 
rescue team immediately and successfully treated 
not just one, but two female Cape Mountain Zebras. 
One of these precious Zebras happened to be

pregnant, and we are proud to share that with aid 
from our conservation experts, she has given birth 
to a healthy foal. 

This incredible story reminds us of the power of 
compassionate conservation. It is the difference 
between suffering and survival, between loss 
and new life. Through our ongoing efforts, we are 
expanding protected areas—not just for the animals 
we all know and love, but for endangered species 
like the Cape Mountain Zebra, ensuring they have 
the space and resources they need to thrive.

Thank you to our incredible partners, our dedicated 
conservationists, and to all of those who support 
our mission of rescuing, caring for and protecting 
Earth’s most vulnerable creatures. Together, we are 
making a real difference.

Photo © Peter Chadwick
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American Humane Society Reunited Retired Military Working 
Dog, Frenky with His Handler, U.S. Army Ssg. Kristin 
The pair served together in both Iraq and Afghanistan and Frenky will now get a 
well-deserved retirement with his best friend.

Frenky, a 10-year-old German Shepherd, and U.S. 
Army Ssg. Kristin served together for nearly four 

and a half years, including a nine-month combat 
tour in Afghanistan and a 10-month combat tour 
in Iraq. Frenky was trained in explosive detection 
and bite work, and Kristin is now one of two drill 
sergeants for the entire U.S. Army’s military working 
dog program. 
 
The pair completed roughly 20 Secret Service 
missions helping protect high-profile VIPs, including 
the U.S. president, vice president, first lady and 
several foreign dignitaries.
  
During their first mission with U.S. Special Forces, 
Frenky and Kristin encountered sniper fire and 
mortar rounds, tragically resulting in several 
American casualties. However, Frenky remained 
calm, and after the attack he quickly became an 
unofficial mascot for the base. His sweet, goofy 
personality helped boost morale and provided 
comfort during difficult deployments.

 
Frenky and Kristin were separated in 2021 when 
Kristin was reassigned to Fort Drum in northern 
New York. She was heartbroken to have to leave 
Frenky at Fort Johnson in Louisiana and said, “it was 
like leaving a child behind.” 
 
When the news became official that Frenky was 
ready for retirement, Kristin immediately reached 
out to us for help bringing him home. Our team 
helped reunite the pair by picking up Frenky from 
Fort Johnson in Louisiana and taking him on a road 
trip to his new home in San Antonio, Texas. 
 
In addition to covering all transportation costs of 
the reunification, we will provide free veterinary 
care for the rest of Frenky’s life. Kristin is excited to 
give Frenky the opportunity to enjoy being a dog, 
relaxing on the couch, and living in a safe home. 
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A Hero’s Homecoming: Military Working Dog Angel Reunites 
with Her First Handler 

For a decade, an adorable black labrador retriever 
named Angel was a dedicated and fearless 

Military Working Dog, serving both the U.S. Marine 
Corps and the U.S. Air Force with unwavering 
loyalty. Now, as she enters retirement, a long-
awaited reunion is finally taking place. We helped 
bring Angel home.

Since 1916, American Humane Society has been 
dedicated to supporting our nation’s veterans and 
the military animals who serve alongside them. We 
reunite retired Military Working Dogs with their 
former handlers at no cost to the handler and cover 
their veterinary care for life.

Angel’s journey began in 2017 when she joined 
the Department of Defense’s Military Working Dog 
program. Trained as an off-leash explosive detection 
dog, her keen nose and steadfast spirit played a vital 
role in ensuring the safety of those around her. From 
Japan to Korea, she served with diligence, always 
ready to take on the next mission. Throughout her 
career, she had multiple handlers, but none were 
quite like her first, Sergeant Justin.

Justin, who served in the U.S. Marine Corps from 
2015 to 2021 and now continues his service in
the U.S. Army as a Military Working Dog Handler, 

was Angel’s very first handler. Their bond was
forged through challenges and triumphs, learning 
and growing together. “I was not the best handler 
off the bat, and she wasn’t the best off-leash 
dog,” Justin recalls. “We had a lot of growing pains 
together in the Marine Corps. She was extremely 
hard-headed, but she’s the dog that taught me 
patience. She became my day one girl.” Life in the 
military is demanding, and for Justin, Angel became 
a source of stability and comfort.

Now, after years apart, Justin and Angel are 
reuniting in Texas, where she will experience the
joys of a well-earned retirement. No more work, 
no more long days of training, just love, comfort, 
and the simple pleasures of being a dog. “Honestly, 
my favorite part of working with Angel was 
when I would just let her be a dog and run free to 
decompress,” Justin shares. “She loved the water—
she’d recognize training locations with lakes or 
oceans and would dart straight in. She just loved 
swimming around.”

With Angel by his side again, Justin looks forward 
to making up for lost time with boundless pets and 
cuddles. “I just want to spoil her and give her all the 
things that normal dogs have.”
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As part of an ongoing commitment to supporting 
veterans and their service dogs, we recently 

hosted three female military veterans and their 
pups, matched through our Pups4PatriotsTM 
program, for a special retreat at our Sanctuary in 
sunny South Florida! 

Our Pups4Patriots program provides specially 
trained service dogs, at no cost, to veterans and 
retired first responders struggling with the invisible 
wounds of war, including post-traumatic stress 
(PTS) and traumatic brain injury (TBI). These 
remarkable dogs offer vital support, helping their 
handlers navigate daily life with confidence and 
ease.

This retreat offered the veterans and their service 
dogs an opportunity to bond, train and experience 
the benefits of a supportive, healing environment. 
Over the course of a few days, the veterans and 
their working pups had opportunities to practice 
their skills while finding moments to unwind. The 
veterans brought their dogs to the beach to see the 
ocean, met with mental health providers, played and 
trained with their dogs at our beautiful Sanctuary, 
and even decorated matching cowboy hats for 
themselves and their dogs as a memento to bring 
home with them. 

The Sanctuary’s nearly 15 acres will serve as a 
humane home to dozens of animals in need and 
will help us amplify key initiatives, including Animal 
Rescue Disaster Training and Pups4Patriots 
Service Dogs programs. Future enhancements to 
the Sanctuary will include a multi-species barn 
and farm paddocks for rescue animals, including 
dogs, rabbits, cows, ducks, chickens, goats and 
more. The sanctuary will also feature a Veterinary 
Triage Center to provide first aid and critical care for 

animals in need. The space is made possible by the 
Kazma Family Foundation and additional dedicated 
supporters.

This initiative underscores our dedication to 
providing lifesaving service dogs to veterans in 
need, helping heroes on both ends of the leash.

American Humane Society  
Hosts a Pups4PatriotsTM Veteran’s  
Retreat at the Sanctuary 

Pups4Patriots pair Denise and Dom
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Pups4Patriots pair Traci and Mackenzie

Pups4Patriots pair Rose and Tiny Tim
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Our latest documentary, “Escape from Extinction: 
Rewilding” is being seen by more audiences 

around the world and raising awareness for urgent 
conservation efforts we need to help ensure species 
can not only survive, but thrive. 

The film is now available to rent or buy on Amazon 
and additional video-on-demand platforms, 
including iTunes, Fandango at Home and Google 
Play! 

We were also proud to premiere this critical film 
in Europe at a recent European Union Parliament 
meeting in Brussels. The premiere in such a 
prestigious venue, where it was seen by leaders 

from around the world, underscores the importance 
of collaborative action in addressing environmental 
challenges and fostering a sustainable future for 
wildlife.

Lastly, “Escape from Extinction: Rewilding” also 
aired on 50+ screens across the United Kingdom on 
Earth Day! The screenings included a special Earth 
Day Q&A video with Dr. Robin Ganzert and the 
Director of “Escape from Extinction: Rewilding, Matt 
Brady. 

The highly acclaimed documentary, narrated 
by Meryl Streep, showcases how rewilding, an 
innovative, ground-tested solution, ensures that 

Escape from Extinction: Rewilding 
Documentary Premieres in EU Parliament,  
UK Theaters and is Now Streaming 
on Amazon
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Rent or buy “Escape from Extinction: Rewilding” on  Amazon. 

SCAN
ME

conservation efforts are not only effective but also 
sustainable. By offering “Escape from Extinction: 
Rewilding” on streaming platforms, and to key 
international audiences, we are highlighting 
the importance of rewilding and introduce 
more audiences to the critical need for species 
conservation.

Alarmingly, there are currently 1,000,000 species 
that are threatened with extinction with the 
prediction that one half of all species will become 
extinct by 2050. With just 3% of the world’s 
ecosystems intact, “Escape from Extinction: 
Rewilding” seeks to halt this devastating decline 
in natural diversity by highlighting a conservation 
approach that puts nature first—rewilding.

Rewilding is an innovative conservation strategy 
aimed at restoring and protecting natural 
ecosystems by allowing them to return to their wild 
state. This approach involves the reintroduction 
of native species, especially apex predators and 
keystone species, which helps restore ecological 
balance and biodiversity, ultimately strengthening 
local and global food systems, mitigating climate 
change, and providing socio-economic opportunities 
for communities.

By showcasing inspiring stories of successful 
rewilding projects around the world, the 
documentary aims to raise awareness among 
policymakers and the public about biodiversity loss 
and its implications for our planet’s future.

Top photo from left to right – Matt Brady, Loro Parque’s Cybell Kiessling and 
Wolfgang Rades and American Humane Society Chief Veterinary Officer and 
Animal Ethicist, Dr. Tom Edling
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American Humane Society Helps Consumers Understand  
Humane Labels on Products 
Kelsey Bruno-Bayliff says many shoppers now have an expectation  
for humane labels.

By Fred Wilkinson, Chief Editor, The National Provisioner
April 28, 2025

In this interview, Kelsey Bruno-Bayliff, farm standards & 
science coordinator at American Humane CertifiedTM Farm 
Animals, explains why it’s essential to help consumers navigate 
humane labels. Humane handling is a value-driven commitment 
that consumers want to understand and support. “It’s up to us to 
meet them there,” Bruno-Bayliff says.

The American Humane Certified Farm Animals program 
provides third-party, independent audits to help verify that care 
and handling of farm animals meets science-based welfare 
standards. More than 1 billion farm animals are protected under 
American Humane Certified Farm Animals program welfare 
standards.

What approach can help engage and inform consumers 
about the benefits of humane handling?

Most consumers care about how farm animals are treated, but 
many simply don’t know what humane handling really means 
or why it matters. That’s where the industry, animal welfare 
advocates, and certification bodies have a powerful opportunity: 
to engage the public through clear information, real stories, and 
accessible tools that make humane choices easier.

The first step is making the benefits of humane handling 
tangible. Humane practices don’t just result in better lives for 
animals, they also lead to improved meat quality, safer food, 
and more sustainable farming systems. These are outcomes 
consumers already care about; the key is to show them how 
humane handling contributes to those goals.

Certification programs also play a critical role, but they’re not 
all created equal. That’s why it’s essential to help consumers 
navigate humane labels. Clear explanations of what a 
certification guarantees, and what it doesn’t, can empower 
better choices. Infographics, QR codes on packaging, and web 
tools can demystify the labels and make humane decisions 
more accessible in the aisle.

Perhaps most compelling of all is the power of storytelling 
with real farmers, animals and practices. When we share these 
stories through images, videos, and first-person narratives we 
make humane handling personal. We give consumers a window 
into the lives of animals and the people who care for them, 
allowing them to connect with the food on their plate in a more 
meaningful way.

Humane handling isn’t just a checkbox, it’s a value-driven 
commitment that consumers want to understand and support. 
It’s up to us to meet them there.

What emerging regulatory guidance is impacting livestock 
industry humane handling efforts?

Several emerging factors are actively shaping humane handling 
efforts in the livestock industry. One of the most influential 
is state-level animal welfare legislation, such as California’s 
Proposition 12 and Massachusetts’ Question 3. These laws set 
specific requirements for how animals are raised, particularly 
regarding space and housing, which, in turn, influence broader 
management and training practices. For instance, Prop 12 
mandates a transition from individual to group housing for 
breeding pigs. While this change supports improved welfare, 
it also requires producers to adopt new management systems, 
train staff accordingly, and adapt over time to ensure successful 
implementation. Though these laws are state-specific, their 
impact extends nationally, as producers who sell into these 
markets must comply. To support this transition, it’s critical 
that such legislation is paired with accessible resources, farmer 
education, and ongoing technical assistance.

Additionally, labeling regulations are beginning to play a 
larger role in shaping humane livestock care. Terms like 
“free-range” and “pasture-raised” have historically lacked 
consistent definitions and oversight, leading to varied on-farm 
conditions. However, as regulatory agencies begin to strengthen 
enforcement and clarify definitions, producers will be expected 
to align practices more closely with consumer expectations and 
verified standards.

What consumer trends are powering growth in demand for 
meat products sourced from humanely raised animals?

One of the most significant consumer trends reshaping the meat 
industry is a heightened awareness and concern for animal 
welfare. Today’s consumers are more informed, engaged, and 
value-driven than ever before. Social media, documentaries, 
and advocacy efforts have brought animal welfare to the 
forefront, prompting greater scrutiny of farming practices and 
growing demand for ethical sourcing.

Where humane labels were once considered a bonus, they 
are now an expectation for many shoppers. Consumers 
increasingly seek transparency, wanting to know where their 
food comes from, how animals were raised, and how to 
make more responsible choices. In this landscape, credible 
humane certifications play a vital role by helping consumers 
easily identify products that reflect their values and meet their 
expectations for humane care and handling. 
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New Global/American Humane Certified™ Zoos and Nature 
Centers Providing Excellent Standards of Animal Care 

Our team remains hard at work certifying the 
welfare and humane treatment of animals in 

zoological facilities around the world. Our rigorous 
certification program provides visitors with a way 
to recognize the best zoos, aquariums and animal 
parks around the world.

To be recognized as a certified facility, these sites 
must first pass a rigorous independent assessment 
that reviews the wellbeing of animals and 
demonstrate overall excellence in animal care and 
welfare practices. The unique process is guided by 
the latest science and best practices and is informed 
by a Scientific Advisory Committee comprised of 
respected veterinarians and experts in the fields of 
animal welfare, animal science, zoology, and ethics 
with decades of experience.

The following facilities became certified this year:

•	 Forest Preserves of Cook County in Illinois is 
the largest and oldest forest preserve system 
of its kind in the United States. Their six nature 
centers house and protect important native 
species and teach tens of thousands of visitors 
each year about their essential role in local 
ecosystems. 

•	 Dublin Zoo in Dublin, Ireland cares for more 
than 400 animals from across the globe, 
including endangered species such as the Asian 
elephant, Asian lion, Amur tiger, red panda, 
aye-aye, and western lowland gorilla. They also 
have a pioneering Centre for Species Survival, 
which directly contributes to conservation 
efforts in Ireland.

These certifications 
were also benchmark 
achievements for our 
conservation program, as 
the Forest Preserves of 
Cook County’s six nature 
centers are the first 
nature centers to become 
American Humane 
Certified™. Additionally, 
Dublin Zoo is the first 
facility in Ireland to 
achieve the Global 
Humane Certified™ 
distinction.
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Provide Hope and Healing
Your generous donation rescues the helpless victims of natural disasters. It enables the lifechanging 

reunions of retired Military Working Dogs with their former handlers. And it puts healing leashes into 
the hands of veterans and retired first responders suffering from post-traumatic stress, and all of our 

life saving and impactful programs. For the animals and people whose lives you touch, thank you.   

Donate today so that we are prepared tomorrow. 

(800) 227-4645 | 1400 16th Street NW, Suite 360, Washington, DC 20036 | AmericanHumane.org 


