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Pets in Domestic Violence Protective Order Laws

California
Statute
CA FAM § 6320(b)

Statute Language

6320 (b) On a showing of good cause, the court may include in a protective order a grant to the
petitioner of the exclusive care, possession, or control of any animal owned, possessed, leased,
kept, or held by either the petitioner or the respondent or a minor child residing in the residence or
household of either the petitioner or the respondent. The court may order the respondent to stay
away from the animal and forbid the respondent from taking, transferring, encumbering,
concealing, molesting, attacking, striking, threatening, harming, or otherwise disposing of the
animal.

Colorado

Statute
CO ST § 18-6-800.3; CO ST §18-6-803.5

Statute Language

CO ST § 18-6-800.3: (1) "Domestic violence" means an act or threatened act of violence upon a
person with whom the actor is or has been involved in an intimate relationship. "Domestic
violence™ also includes any other crime against a person, or against property, including an animal,
or any municipal ordinance violation against a person, or against property, including an animal,
when used as a method of coercion, control, punishment, intimidation, or revenge directed against
a person with whom the actor is or has been involved in an intimate relationship.

CO ST 8§18-6-803.5: (1) A person commits the crime of violation of a protection order if, after the
person has been personally served with a protection order that identifies the person as a restrained
person or otherwise has acquired from the court or law enforcement personnel actual knowledge
of the contents of a protection order that identifies the person as a restrained person, the person:
(a) Contacts, harasses, injures, intimidates, molests, threatens, or touches the protected person
or protected property, including an animal, identified in the protection order or enters or
remains on premises or comes within a specified distance of the protected person,
protected property, including an animal, or premises or violates any other provision of the
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protection order to protect the protected person from imminent danger to life or health,
and such conduct is prohibited by the protection order; or

(b) Except as permitted pursuant to section 18-13-126 (1) (b), hires, employs, or otherwise
contracts with another person to locate or assist in the location of the protected person.

(1.5) As used in this section:

(a) "Protected person™ means the person or persons identified in the protection order as the person
or persons for whose benefit the protection order was issued.

(a.5) (1) "Protection order" means any order that prohibits the restrained person from contacting,
harassing, injuring, intimidating, molesting, threatening, or touching any protected person or
protected animal, or from entering or remaining on premises, or from coming within a specified
distance of a protected person or protected animal or premises or any other provision to protect
the protected person or protected animal from

Connecticut
Statute
Conn. Gen. Stats. 8 46b-15(b)

Statute Language

The court, in its discretion, may make such orders as it deems appropriate for the protection of the
applicant and such dependent children or other persons as the court sees fit. Such order may
include temporary child custody or visitation rights and such relief may include but is not limited
to an order enjoining the respondent from (1) imposing any restraint upon the person or liberty of
the applicant; (2) threatening, harassing, assaulting, molesting, sexually assaulting or attacking
the applicant; or (3) entering the family dwelling or the dwelling of the applicant. The court, in its
discretion, may make such orders as it deems appropriate for the protection of any animal owned
or kept by the applicant including, but not limited to, an order enjoining the respondent from
injuring or threatening to injure such animal. If an applicant alleges an immediate and present
physical danger to the applicant, the court may issue an ex parte order granting such relief as it
deems appropriate.

District of Columbia
Statute
D.C. Official Code Section 816-1005 (c), Ch. 10 of Title 16

Statute Language
Section 16-1005(c ) is amended as follows:
(1) The lead-in language is amended by striking the phrase “intrafamily offense,” and
inserting the phrase “intrafamily offense, or animal cruelty” in its place.
(2) Paragraph (10) is amended by striking the word “or” at the end.
(3) A new paragraph (10A) is added to read as follows: “(10A) Directing the care,
custody, or control of a domestic animal in the household.”
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llinois
Statute
725 ILCS 5/112A-14 (11.5)

Statute Language

The court may further prohibit respondent from improperly using the financial or other resources
of an aged member of the family or household for the profit or advantage of respondent or of any
other person.

(11.5) Protection of animals. Grant the petitioner the exclusive care, custody, or control of any
animal owned, possessed, leased, kept, or held by either the petitioner or the respondent or a
minor child residing in the residence or household of either the petitioner or the respondent and
order the respondent to stay away from the animal and forbid the respondent from taking,
transferring, encumbering, concealing, harming, or otherwise disposing of the animal.

Louisiana
Statute
R.S. 2135(7)

Statute Language

82135. Temporary restraining order

A. Upon good cause shown in an ex parte proceeding, the court may enter a temporary restraining
order, without bond, as it deems necessary to protect from abuse the petitioner, any minor
children, or any person alleged to be an incompetent. Any person who shows immediate and
present danger of abuse shall constitute good cause for purposes of this Subsection. The order
may include but is not limited to the following:

Granting to the petitioner the exclusive care, possession, or control of any pets belonging to or
under the care of the petitioner or minor children residing in the residence or household of either
party, and directing the defendant to refrain from harassing, interfering with, abusing or injuring
any pet, without legal justification, known to be owned, possessed, leased, kept, or held by either
party or a minor child residing in the residence or household of either party.

Maine
Statute
ME ST T. 19-A § 4007(1)(N)

Statute Language

1. Protection order; consent agreement. The court, after a hearing and upon finding that the
defendant has committed the alleged abuse or engaged in the alleged conduct described in section
4005, subsection 1, may grant a protective order or, upon making that finding, approve a consent
agreement to bring about a cessation of abuse or the alleged conduct. This subsection does not
preclude the parties from voluntarily requesting a consent agreement without a finding of abuse.
The court may enter a finding that the defendant represents a credible threat to the physical safety
of the plaintiff or a minor child residing in the plaintiff's household. Relief granted under this
section may include:
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N. Directing the care, custody or control of any animal owned, possessed, leased, kept or held by
either party or a minor child residing in the household.

Nevada

Statute
Nev. Rev. ST. § 33.018, 33.030

Statute Language
NRS 33.018 Acts which constitute domestic violence.

1. Domestic violence occurs when a person commits one of the following acts against or
upon his spouse, former spouse, any other person to whom he is related by blood or marriage, a
person with whom he is or was actually residing, a person with whom he has had or is having a
dating relationship, a person with whom he has a child in common, the minor child of any of
those persons, his minor child or any person who has been appointed the custodian or legal
guardian for his minor child:

(@) A battery.

(b) An assault.

(c) Compelling the other by force or threat of force to perform an act from which he has the
right to refrain or to refrain from an act which he has the right to perform.

(d) A sexual assault.

(e) A knowing, purposeful or reckless course of conduct intended to harass the other. Such
conduct may include, but is not limited to:

(1) Stalking.

(2) Arson.

(3) Trespassing.

(4) Larceny.

(5) Destruction of private property.

(6) Carrying a concealed weapon without a permit.
(7) Injuring or killing an animal.

NRS 33.030 Contents of order; interlocutory appeal.

1. The court by a temporary order may:

(a) Enjoin the adverse party from threatening, physically injuring or harassing the applicant or
minor child, either directly or through an agent;

(b) Exclude the adverse party from the applicant’s place of residence;

(c) Prohibit the adverse party from entering the residence, school or place of employment of
the applicant or minor child and order him to stay away from any specified place frequented
regularly by them;

(d) If it has jurisdiction under chapter 125A of NRS, grant temporary custody of the minor
child to the applicant;

(e) Enjoin the adverse party from physically injuring, threatening to injure or taking
possession of any animal that is owned or kept by the applicant or minor child, either directly or
through an agent;

(f) Enjoin the adverse party from physically injuring or threatening to injure any animal that is
owned or kept by the adverse party, either directly or through an agent; and

(9) Order such other relief as it deems necessary in an emergency situation.

2. The court by an extended order may grant any relief enumerated in subsection 1 and:
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(a) Specify arrangements for visitation of the minor child by the adverse party and require
supervision of that visitation by a third party if necessary;

(b) Specify arrangements for the possession and care of any animal owned or kept by the
adverse party, applicant or minor child;

New York

Statute
NY FAM CT § 842

Statute Language

Any order of protection issued pursuant to this section may require the petitioner or the
respondent:

1. to refrain from intentionally injuring or killing, without justification, any companion animal the
respondent knows to be owned, possessed, leased, kept or held by the petitioner or a minor child
residing in the household.

Puerto Rico
Statute
Act No. 154, Section 15

Statute L anguage

Section 15.—Protection Orders.—

a. In all cases in which a person is accused of domestic violence or child abuse, the Court shall,
by petition of party, issue a protection order for the petitioner so that he/she be the sole custodian
of the animal. The Court shall order the accused to keep far away from the animal and prohibit
contact of any kind.

b. A violation of the protection order shall be considered to be a fourth-degree felony.

Tennessee
Statute
TN Code § 36-3-601(1); 36-3-606(a)(9)

Statute Language
36-3-601. Part definitions
As used in this part, unless the context otherwise requires:

(1) “Abuse” means inflicting, or attempting to inflict, physical injury on an adult or minor by
other than accidental means, placing an adult or minor in fear of physical harm, physical
restraint, malicious damage to the personal property of the abused party, including
inflicting, or attempting to inflict, physical injury on any animal owned, possessed, leased,
kept, or held by an adult or minor, or placing an adult or minor in fear of physical harm to
any animal owned, possessed, leased, kept, or held by the adult or minor

36-3-606. Scope of protection order
(@) A protection order granted under this part to protect the petitioner from domestic abuse,
stalking, or sexual assault may include, but is not limited to:
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(9) Directing the care, custody, or control of any animal owned, possessed, leased, kept, or held
by either party or a minor residing in the household. In no instance shall the animal be placed in
the care, custody, or control of the respondent, but shall instead be placed in the care, custody or
control of the petitioner or in an appropriate animal foster situation.

Vermont
Statute
15 V.S.A. § 1103(G)

Statute Language

§ 1103. Requests for relief:

(G) an order concerning the possession, care, and control of any animal owned, possessed, leased,
kept, or held as a pet by either party or a minor child residing in the household.
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